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LINKS OF MEMORY: Uwe Reschke chained
himself to a cross of the private Wall
memorial near Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin
yesterday. He spent six years in East
German prisons after trying to escape, and
is protesting the planned dismantling of
the memorial that honors those who died
while fleeing. 

R E P O R T E R S  O N  T H E  J O B

� Stretching a Dollar: Contributor Xanthe
Scharff first met Selina, who runs a frit-
ter business in Malawi (page 1), while
conducting a focus-group discussion.
Xanthe is a master’s candidate at the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in
Medford, Mass., and is evaluating the
enduring impact of a project that ended
three years ago as part of an internship
with CARE International in Lilongwe,
Malawi. The project – the Central Region
Infrastructure Maintenance Program
(CRIMP) – offered training designed to
give rural Malawian women skills to start
their own small businesses. 

Women participating in CRIMP, Xanthe
says, worked in ‘contract associations’
to maintain rural roads. In exchange,
they received wages, one-third of which
went into group savings. “The women
were taught to rely on one another for
support and to identify business possibil-
ities,” Xanthe says. “They used their sav-
ings as capital for the businesses and
they diversified their sources of their
income – a strategy that would protect
them during hard times.”

As the women began to earn, they
were able to weigh in more effectively
on how to spend their income. Today,
Xanthe says, many of the women take
an active role in business and household
financial decisions that were previously
thought of as the man’s domain. 

One reason for Selina’s success may
lie in the leadership skills that Xanthe
noticed right away. Those helped to hold
her savings group together for the past
three years, she says. 

Selina’s profits will far exceed those
of her husband, Xanthe says. “In this
society, perhaps it would cause the man
too much shame to be surpassed as the
main earner in the family. Her tact in
allowing him to maintain the image that
his farming is earning more than her frit-
ter business may be a key ingredient to
his acceptance and support of her eco-
nomic empowerment.”

– Amelia Newcomb
Deputy World editor

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

have limited education, little access to
jobs or capital, and are ruled by an
indebted government that lacks a coher-
ent plan for helping its poorest citizens.
It is families like Selina’s that the lead-
ers of the world’s wealthiest nations will
be looking to help as they meet in Scot-
land for the G-8 summit this week.

The Monitor visited with Selina to
learn how a family of six lives on so lit-
tle – and to hear from them what would
be most helpful from the richest nations
in the world.

Selina’s message to donors is quite
simple. “Monetary help is needed,” she
says. “We want iron sheets on our
houses. We want capital for our busi-
nesses.” 

In a typical week, Selina will make
1,125 Malawian kwatcha, or $9.09, in
fritter sales. With the $5.17 that’s left
over after she buys supplies for her next
batch, she’ll purchase food and ameni-
ties for her family and tuck away $1.25
into savings. Her annual earnings, com-
bined with her husband’s earnings as a
farmer, will give the family of six, after
business expenses, about $453 to live on
this year.

Taking strain off her husband
Selina married her husband, Bone-

fesi Malema, when she was 16 and took
his first name as her last. Selina’s fritter
business is meant to be a buffer against
hard times, warding off the insecurity
that comes with each growing season.
Selina says her contribution is only to

“take some of the financial strain off my
husband and to help his farming busi-
ness.” But this year, Selina is the main
breadwinner. 

The fruits of her labor are 150 small
fritters and 150 large fritters, which will
sell for about $.02 and $.04, respec-
tively. Her customers are her neighbors,
schoolchildren hungering for a mid-
morning snack, and people headed to
the market three miles past her town.
They all know Selina’s house and yell out
to her from the yard for service with a

smile.
With the exception of the trip to the

market to buy supplies, Selina’s entire
business – preparation and selling – is
done within the confines of her house,
allowing her to continue her primary
role as the caretaker of her family.
“Some women have had problems with
their husbands when they engage in eco-
nomic activities,” she explains. “Those
are the women who neglect their family
duties.”

What it’s like to live on $1 a day

JOCKEL FINCK/AP

DOLLAR from page 1

Continued on next page

NO RUNNING WATER: A woman in Bowa, Malawi, with her baby on her back, gets water from the village’s well.
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