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Dear AGE Africa Family,

2021 was a transformative year for AGE Africa. We received our largest gift, doubling our
overall program budget and cementing the availability of our core programming for years to
come.

Together, we continued the expansion of our flagship scholarship program by adding post-
secondary scholarships for our AGE Africa scholars. We brought on two new partner
schools adding twenty new secondary school scholarships, and we launched Let’s CHATS
Radio nationwide, reaching over 4 million girls in the first few months of its release.

While we celebrate these accomplishments, our work is now more urgent. At the end of
2021, we learned that school fees would double in January 2022, jeopardizing the progress
made in the past year. Dropout rates among girls in Malawi remain high due to early
marriage and pregnancy. The rise in costs will only add to the pressures girls face to drop
out of school. We invite you to continue on our journey in breaking the barriers that keep
girls from finishing their education. 

Thank you for your partnership and for being part of our incredible milestones. Our success
is only possible because you believe in our work. Together, we will continue to transform
the lives of girls and young women in Malawi.

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR LEADERS

Concepcion Gaxiola,  
Executive Director

Ulanda Mtamba, 
Country Director 5



WHY YOU MATTER
In Malawi, less than 24% of girls are enrolled in secondary school, and less than 7% will
graduate. Of the few young women who graduate, only 3% will qualify for post-
secondary education, of which less than 1% will complete their degrees. 

We're on a mission to uplift the nation.

Together, with a community of dedicated and passionate supporters by our side, we are
bringing about generational change through the education and empowerment of young
women across Malawi. 

Girl by girl, village by village, we will
transform a nation together. 
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My name is Naliyes Moses, and I am among the lucky girls who received a scholarship from AGE Africa.
Prior to receiving the scholarship, I had no hope that I would further my education since I lacked resources to
support my studies. I lost both parents when I was five years old. 

In Malawi, public primary education is free while both secondary school and tertiary education are not free. Thus,
it is common to find numerous young girls in villages who do not transition to secondary school due to lack of
school fees and writing materials. Just like many other girls in my village, I almost dropped out of school at
the secondary school level before AGE Africa came to my rescue. 

My hope for a bright future resurfaced when I received an AGE Africa scholarship for my secondary school
education from 2012-2016. AGE Africa made sure I excelled in my studies by providing tuition fees, pocket
money and writing materials. AGE Africa not only support my education, but also helped me build my
confidence through the Creating Healthy Approaches to Success (CHATS) program. Through the CHATS
program, I was equipped with essential life skills, and I became more confident in myself and my studies.

With the support I received from AGE Africa, I graduated from secondary school with flying colors.
Consequently, I received a fully funded Ashinaga scholarship to study in the United Kingdom at the
University of London. To date, I am in my final year studying Social Anthropology and International
Development. I cannot believe that a girl who nearly dropped out of school will soon to be a university
graduate! 

AGE Africa has motivated me to implement a local community project to fight child marriage. I want to use
my life story to inspire young girls in Malawi so they know that even a village girl can become successful in life by
staying committed to her education. It is also my dream to work with AGE Africa in the future to empower even
more girls in Malawi.

Finally, although it is almost impossible to condense my gratitude into words, I would like to extend my biggest
THANK YOU to AGE Africa for transforming the lives of many young women in Malawi, including me. I
am living proof that AGE Africa is achieving its vision that “girls in Malawi become leaders of change in their
families, communities and country in both the public and private sectors as a result of equal access to and
completion of secondary and post-secondary education or training."

A MESSAGE FROM AN
ALUMNA

Thank you AGE Africa for transforming the lives of
many young women in Malawi...I cannot believe that
a girl who nearly dropped out of school will soon be
a university graduate!"

 - Naliyes Moses
AGE Africa Alumna

University of London, Class of 2022
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ABOUT US 
Advancing Girls’ Education in Africa’s (AGE Africa) mission is to create life-changing
opportunities for young women in Malawi through targeted initiatives in education,
mentoring, and leadership development. 

Our vision is that girls in Malawi become leaders of change in their families, communities,
and country in both the public and private sectors as a result of equal access to and
completion of secondary and as well as post-secondary education or training.

In the short-term, AGE Africa’s goal is to graduate talented but economically
disadvantaged young women so that they are equipped with the knowledge, resources,
and self-confidence needed to make healthy and informed choices about their futures. 

In the long-term, AGE Africa seeks to narrow the retention gap, produce better economic
and social outcomes for girls, and improve gender equity nationwide. 
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GIRLS' EDUCATION IN
MALAWI 
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Less than 7% of women in Malawi have graduated
from secondary school. 

Less than 1% of girls in Malawi complete post-
secondary education. 

46% of all girls in Malawi are married by the age
of 18.



Leadership 
Training 

OUR MULTI-PRONGED
APPROACH

Access to
 Education

Transitions 
Support 

Community 
Engagement

AGE Africa’s multi-pronged approach prepares academically talented young women to attend and
finish secondary school, pursue post-secondary education, and gain the skills needed for academic,
economic, social, and lifelong success. 

Our scholarships, extra-curricular programs, and post-secondary transitions support address
the most prevalent causes of school dropout including teen pregnancy and early marriage. 

Girl by girl, we transform communities from the inside out. 
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Scholarships

After-School Girls' Clubs 

Transitions Support 

Secondary and post-secondary scholarships that change girls' lives
forever.

AGE Africa provides life-changing scholarships that cover the full cost of
education for girls attending public secondary schools and post-secondary
institutions, including colleges and vocational schools.

Empowering girls to advocate for their own life choices.

Creating Healthy Approaches to Success (CHATS) is a peer-led, after-school
girls' club that prepares participants to become healthy and successful
students, employees, and leaders. 

Guiding girls to build healthy, fulfilling, and prosperous lives after
secondary school. 

AGE Africa supports recent high school graduates with higher education
applications, scholarship resources, career guidance, and professional
networking opportunities. 

National Radio Programming 
Inspiring the nation by amplifying women's voices.

Through weekly broadcasts, Ticheze Atsikana (Let’s CHATS Radio) explores
education, health, gender equality, and entrepreneurship through the voices of
adolescent girls on national and community radio. 

OUR PROGRAMS

12



PORTRAIT OF AN AGE
AFRICA SCHOLAR 

90%
are first-generation
secondary school 

attendees 

43%
have lost one or both

parents 

85%
report going to bed hungry

on a regular basis
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OUR WORK IN MALAWI
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Let's CHATS Radio 
(Ticheze Atsikana)

Secondary Scholarships, 
CHATS Girls' Clubs, Let's
CHATS Radio 
(Ticheze Atsikana)

Total Population: 19.13 million (World Bank, 2020) 



2021 IN REVIEW 
AGE Africa’s 2021 Highlights Include: 

Launched post-secondary education scholarship program and awarded 31 scholarships.

Added two new partner schools: Lisumbwi Secondary School in the Mangochi District and
Masongola Secondary School in the Zomba District.

Hosted regional retreats with 125+ scholars focusing on leadership skills, career
guidance, and sexual reproductive health. 

Reached approximately 4 million girls via Let's CHATS Radio (Ticheze Atsikana)
nationwide broadcasting.

Maintained a 100% school retention rate for all AGE Africa scholars, with zero cases of
teen pregnancy or early marriage.

100% of post-secondary scholars transitioned to the next grade level.
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88
secondary scholarships 

awarded 

31
post secondary 

scholarships 
awarded 

4 Million*
girls reached through

nationwide broadcasts of
Let's CHATS Radio
(Ticheze Atsikana)

2021 IN NUMBERS
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SECONDARY SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

AGE Africa’s scholarship program is the
organization’s cornerstone. It provides
comprehensive scholarships, including the cost
of tuition at public boarding schools, school
supplies, and other essential items. 

Addressing these constraints contributes to
increases in Malawi School Certificate Exams
pass rates and graduation rates. In turn, this
creates more young female role models and
changing community norms surrounding girls'
achievement in education. 

Since 2005 AGE Africa has transformed the
lives of over 500 girls by providing our four-
year scholarship packages.

Cap off your presentation with
motivational quotes to inspire your
colleagues to keep pushing forward for a
better and more impressionable report the
next time you need to make a new one. 

Maureen Chimwere is an AGE Africa
scholar studying in Form 2 at Mulanje
Secondary School. She is a role
model in her community for being the
first girl in her village to attend
secondary school. After completing
her education, Maureen plans to
become a nurse. 

“Being selected to attend a
government boarding school is the
biggest achievement of my life so
far…I am the talk of the whole village,
and my mother is proud of me,” she
explains. “My community looks at me
differently now and appreciates my
hard work…women use me as an
example for their daughters because I
never used poverty as an excuse to
not work hard in school.” 

Scholars like Maureen show the
positive ripple effects that result from
investing in girls’ education in Malawi.
Each scholarship creates new
pathways for economic and social
mobility. This in turn uplifts girls and
their families and communities out of
poverty.  

Secondary School Scholarships
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW
PARTNER SCHOOLS 

Thanks to your support and the
#StartSmall philanthropic initiative,
AGE Africa expanded our Secondary
Scholarship Program to include two
new partner schools in spring 2021.

We proudly welcomed our new
scholars at Lisumbwi Secondary
School in Mangochi and Masongola
Secondary School in Zomba.

Knowing that tuition alone is not
enough, the scholars will receive
mentorship and life-skills
programming to foster academic
success. In the past year, these
interventions have been essential in
addressing the challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in
100% of our scholars safely returning
to school.

With your ongoing support, AGE
Africa looks forward to continuing to
expand our projects and impact
through scholarships, leadership
training, and graduate transition
support.

AGE Africa Welcomed Two New Partner Schools in 2021! 

New scholars at Lisumbwi Secondary School in Mangochi 

New scholars at Masongola Secondary School in Zomba 
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POST-SECONDARY
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Cap off your presentation with
motivational quotes to inspire your
colleagues to keep pushing forward for a
better and more impressionable report the
next time you need to make a new one. 

In 2021, AGE Africa launched a post-
secondary education scholarship program to
provide secondary school graduates with fully
funded opportunities to continue their
education at universities or vocational schools
in Malawi. Scholarships are awarded for a
maximum of four years to scholars meeting
academic eligibility requirements. Scholarship
packages include tuition, food,
accommodations, school supplies, peer-led
career path development, and a laptop. 

Cellina Simenti is a post-secondary
AGE Africa scholar pursuing a degree
in Quantity Surveying at the Malawi
University of Business and Applied
Sciences (MUBAS). Cellina lost both
her parents while in primary school
and grew up in a child-headed
household. 

Cellina's college courses involve
math, economics, and engineering
and require high-tech software and
applications. "Despite quantity
surveying being a male-dominated
field in Malawi, I have not moved an
inch," she states. 

"I am grateful to AGE Africa for not
only sponsoring my studies from
secondary school up until the present
but for also giving me a laptop, which
has helped make learning easy."
  

Post-Secondary Scholarships  

Transitions Support 

In addition to our post-secondary scholarship
program, AGE Africa provides career
counseling, job coaching, internship placement,
and application support to secondary school
graduates seeking to continue their education
or enter the workforce. We utilize peer-
mentoring and alumnae engagement to foster
one-on-one guidance that meets the individual
needs of each scholar. 

<1%
of women in Malawi

hold a bachelor’s
degree or higher.
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Malawi's tertiary education enrollment rate is
among the lowest in the world, well below the

average for sub-Saharan Africa. 



"Today, I am a part-
time lecturer in the
Geography and
Environmental Studies
Department at The
Catholic University of
Malawi because of my
AGE Africa
scholarship."

- Alinafe Nazombe



CHATS GIRLS' CLUB 

Creating Healthy Approaches to Success (CHATS) Girls' Club

AGE Africa's CHATS life skills program is a weekly girls' club with an innovative
curriculum that combines sexual reproductive health education with leadership
training, self-advocacy, career guidance, and entrepreneurship skills development.
CHATS clubs are available at all 26 AGE Africa's partner Community Day
Secondary Schools and Boarding Schools in southern Malawi.

The curriculum is tailored to the Malawian context and structured as an informal,
peer-led conversation that enables participants to coach each other through difficult
topics and decision-making scenarios.

AGE Africa is expanding the curriculum to help post-secondary candidates transition
from rural environments to urban learning institutions. The additional content
includes sexual violence and digital literacy components, and build on the success of
the leadership, goal setting, and self-advocacy components introduced early in the
program.
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GRADUATE SUCCESS STORY 
Shelter Matitha

Shelter Matitha is an AGE Africa Scholar
and CHATS alumna. She recently
received a degree from the Malawi
University of Science and Technology in
Computer Systems and Security. She
credits the CHATS Club in having a
large role in her success. Through
CHATS, Shelter learned how to speak in
public with confidence, how to navigate
the pressure of sexual relationships and
marriage, and to understand the value of
an education. She gained confidence
and now considers herself a role model
and a leader among her peers. She is
the first person in her family to attend
and complete university and is now
working as an intern with the National
Economic Empowerment Fund (NEEF)
in Mulanje. 

“If it wasn’t for my AGE Africa scholarship and CHATS clubs, I wouldn’t have
made it to where I am today. During CHATS we discussed topics that impacted
my life...I learned confidence, self-awareness, and determination to finish my
education.” 

– Shelter Matitha, AGE Africa Scholar & CHATS Graduate
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LET'S CHATS RADIO
PROGRAM 

Launched during the COVID-19 lockdown, the Let’s CHATS Radio Program (Ticheze
Atsikana) is a nationwide radio program in Malawi that empowers girls and young women
through an integrated approach to education, health, gender equality, and career path
development. 

Through interviews, radio dramas, and community discussions, the show identifies and
explores the journey toward equality and empowerment for women and girls across Malawi. 
Programming is based on themes in AGE Africa’s “Creating Healthy Approaches to Success”
(CHATS) Girls’ Club curriculum.

In 2021, episodes covered COVID-19 safety, self awarness, leadership, sexual and
reproductive health, gender rights, goal setting, continuing education, and entrepreneurship.

Why Radio?

In Malawi, radio is a cost-effective resource that reaches millions of people who lack access to
the internet. Radio’s power to educate and inform has proven to be invaluable during the
Covid-19 Pandemic. Radio programs have helped adolescent girls across the country stay
informed, connected, and engaged during isolating and unpredictable times. 

4
million*
girls reached through Let's CHATS

Radio in 2021! 

25

(Ticheze Atsikana)

*Approximated 



LET'S CHATS RADIO
NATIONAL LAUNCH

In October 2021, AGE Africa
celebrated the national launch of
Let's CHATS Radio (Ticheze
Atsikana) at Chambe Secondary
School in the Mulanje District.
Our keynote speaker was the
Honorable Minister of Gender,
Children and Community
Development, Dr. Patricia Kaliati.
Other notable guests included
officials from the Ministry of
Education, members of
Parliament, district councilors,
musical guests, and AGE Africa
scholars!

The launch helped raise
awareness for the Let's CHATS
Radio Program, promote radio
listenership among girls across
the country, and further girls'
access to information during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Thank you to everyone who has
helped make this dream come
true!

We've Made Strides 
Nationwide! 
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Radio Station 
Broadcast Time in

Malawi (CAT)
Broadcast Time in DC

(EST)*

Chanco: 103.4 Saturday 15:30 Saturday 9:30 AM

MBC Radio 2 Saturday 17:30 Saturday 11:30 AM

Lilanguka Community Radio Saturday 14:30 Saturday 8:30 AM

Mzati Community Radio Saturday 16:30 Saturday 10:30 AM

LISTEN TO LET'S CHATS
RADIO!
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(Ticheze Atsikana)

Weekly Radio Schedule

Visit http://radio.garden to tune in to Mzati Radio and listen to Let's CHATS
Radio (Ticheze Atsikan) from anywhere in the world!  

http://radio.garden/listen/mzati-radio/dmkki4Bn
http://radio.garden/visit/malawi/GvI6MmIp


REGIONAL RETREATS 

Celebrating Success Amid COVID-19
In summer 2021, AGE Africa hosted two weekend regional retreats with the theme of
“Celebrating Success Amid COVID-19.” Over 125 scholars attended and gained insights on
leadership skills, career guidance, and sexual reproductive health. Speakers included officials
from the Ministry of Education of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Gender and Health,
AGE Africa alumnae, and women entrepreneurs.

125+
AGE Africa scholars were

trained in leadership skills at
regional retreats in 2021!
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ALUMNA
SUCCESS
STORY 
Joyce Alfred 

Joyce Alfred is an AGE
Africa alumna who
graduated from Mulanje
Secondary School in 2016.
She holds a diploma from
Chiradzulu Teachers
Training College and
currently works as a Primary
School Teacher at Nambilo
Primary school in Phalombe.
Joyce is the first woman in
her family to finish
secondary school, complete
college, and gain financial
independence. “My
scholarship from AGE Africa
greatly improved my life and
living conditions for my
family…I have managed to
build a decent house for my
mother and pay school fees
for my younger siblings and
two cousins." 
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LONG TERM IMPACT 

 95%
of AGE Africa scholars have
completed all four years of

secondary education,
compared to 7% of women

nationwide.

 95%
of AGE Africa’s recipients
delay pregnancy and early

marriage until 18+ compared
to only 46% nationwide. 

Since 2015:

Since 2015:



Fundraising Events
 $95,166

Grants &  Family Foundations
$983,806

Individual Contributions
 $42,570

9%

88%

3%

2021 FINANCIALS 

Total Revenue: 
$1,121,542

General & Administrative 
$52,506

Program Services 
$380,522

Fundraising 
$61,258

11%

77%

12%

2021 EXPENSES
 

Total Expenses: 
$494,286
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Zikomo 
Kwambiri! 
Our heartfelt gratitude to the
following individuals and institutional
donors for their extraordinary support
in 2021.

Honor Roll Member ($1,000 - $2,500)

Sharif Atta
Rodrigo Briceno
Towson Presbyterian Church
Justin Tantalo & Marcella Distrutti
Margaret B Dunne
Mike Mathew & Catherine Foster
Joseph Guerra
Martin Howard
Katherine Kimpel
Diane & Steven Knapp
Tim Martins
Anne M Schreiber
Mustafa Ulukan
Van der Wansem Family Foundation
Ann Ward
Carole & James Wortley
Helen Ann Yunis

Educational Fellow ($2,500 - 4,999)

Norris Bishton
Clara Brillembourg & George Chopivsky
John R. Niepold
Darren Smith & Christa Peters

Girl Champion ($5,000 - 9,999) 

337 Frontier Capital
Wala-Zokeseh Josiah Labala & Rejane Frederick
Moeller Family Foundation
North American Communities Foundation
Sruti Patel
The Van Agtmael Family Charitable Fund

School Partner ($10,000 - 24,999)

Kwaku Akowuah & Lilian Faulhaber
The Cotswold Foundation
The William, Jeff, & Jennifer Gross Family 
Foundation
Raising Malawi

Leadership Society ($25,000 - 49,999)

Ambassador Jeanine Jackson
Stone Family Foundation

Visionaries Circle ($50,000+)

Segal Family Foundation
Start Small LLC
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Concepcion Gaxiola
Executive Director 

Emily Hall 
Development Manager 

Ulanda Mtamba
 Country Director

Dumisani Nkhonjera
Programs & Learning

Manager 

Bertha Bonongwe
District Officer,

Mangochi

Staff 

US Office 

Malawi Office 

Alison Anderson
Financial & IT 

Consultant

Toni Sewell
Assistant Financial

Consultant
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Irina Manjomo 
District Officer,

Mulanje 
 

Lusungu Mwale
District Officer,

Machinga/Zomba 

Mustapher Chirwa
Office Administrator



Kwaku Akowuah,
Chair

Ambassador Jeanine
Jackson, Vice Chair

Zokeseh Labala,
Treasurer

Marcella Distrutti,
Secretary

H.E. Ambassador Edward
Yakobe Sawerengera

 

Aubryn Allyn Sidle
 

Clara Brillembourg
 

Margaret Mwanza
Gadabu

 

Darren Smith
 

Dr. Jeni Gamble
 

Sruti Patel

Board of Directors 

Astri Van Dyke
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EMERITUS BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Xanthe Scharff, Founder (2005 – 2015)*
Bill Bailey (2009 – 2011)
Christine Beggs (2010 – 2015)
Johan DeBrujin (2011-2017)
Valerie Gilpin (2009 – 2015)
Steven Koltai (2013 – 2015)
Sebastiaan Kwakkenbos (2017 – 2020)
Ambassador Stephen D. Matenje (2013 – 2015)
Ambassador Necton D. Mhuru (2015-2016)
Jane Nankwenya (2013 – 2017)
Roland Pearson (2012 – 2019)
Kathleen Kimiko Phillips-Lohrmann (2008-2017)
Curt Reintsma (2012 – 2019)
Rinn Self (2006 – 2010)*
Roger Sullivan (2009 – 2011)
Sarah Sullivan (2012-2018)
Jessica Turco (2006 – 2009)*

* Indicates Founding Board Member
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CONTACT US 

UNITED STATES MALAWI
921 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 308
Washington DC, 20003
202-760-4299

Malawi Post Conference Center 
Kasungu Crest Road, Opposite Museum, 
P. O. Box 31074, Chichiri, 
Blantyre 3, Malawi

Website: ageafrica.org 
Email: info@ageafrica.org 
Donate: ageafrica.org/donate


