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The Girls Opportunity Alliance works to empower and 

educate adolescent girls around the world, allowing 

them to achieve their full potential and transform their 

families, communities, and countries. Our goal is to 

connect leaders, strengthen the impact of grassroots 

organizations, and use public awareness to drive 

action in support of adolescent girls’ education  

and empowerment.

Since launching in 2018, the Girls Opportunity Alliance 

has:

Supported 150+ grassroots projects in 36  
countries across Asia, Africa, North America,  
and South America 

�Reached more than 120,000 adolescent  
girls globally

�Included more than 4,000 grassroots leaders  
in our virtual Network

�Received support from more than 10,000  
individual donors from all 50 states and in 40 
countries around the world

In 2023, the Girls Opportunity Alliance supported a 

record 42 grassroots organizations in 18 countries. 

These organizations help girls stay in school, end child 

marriage, address gender-based violence, provide 

access to STEM education and digital literacy, teach 

leadership skills, and more.

The Alliance also expanded its virtual Network 

programming, offering monthly workshops on topics 

like monitoring and evaluation, leadership 

development, and briefings on global issues affecting 

girls. Last summer, the Girls Opportunity Alliance 

brought together grassroots leaders from its Network 

from 12 countries across Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America for an in-person convening in Athens, Greece. 

Participants connected, learned from each other and 

other experts, and tapped into the power of 

community to strengthen and scale their work to 

support girls. They met other Obama Leaders from 

around the world and had a discussion with President 

Obama about their work and the importance of 

ensuring every girl can reach her full potential.

In November 2023, Mrs. Obama, Melinda French Gates, 

and Amal Clooney traveled to Malawi and South 

Africa. The trip was part of a collaboration between 

the Girls Opportunity Alliance, the Gates Foundation, 

and the Clooney Foundation for Justice to end child 

marriage and support women and girls pursuing  

their education.

Watch the video to learn ways to support girls 

overcoming barriers to reach their dreams. At Ludzi 

Girls Secondary School, they engaged with young 

women in the Advancing Girls’ Education in Africa 

(AGE Africa) program, which provides scholarships, 

mentorship, and afterschool programming. Ensuring 

girls finish school is a powerful way to combat child 

marriage and help them reach their potential.

As Mrs. Obama shared, “I saw so much of myself in 

these bright young women, and I was just so moved  

by their determination and resilience.” They also met 

with leaders from the Women Lawyers Association  

of Malawi and Girls Not Brides Malawi. Following  

their visit, the President of Malawi announced plans  

to increase the country’s commitment to ending  

child marriage.

In South Africa, they convened influential leaders and 

experts, including Former First Lady Graça Machel, for 

an event on ending child marriage and met with 

survivors of gender-based violence. The trip was 

covered in a documentary by the BBC and Glamour.

WATCH MICHELLE OBAMA, MELINDA FRENCH GATES, 

AND AMAL CLOONEY VISIT AGE AFRICA IN MALAWI >>

The Girls 
Opportunity 
Alliance
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MEET

Donnah  
Mwenebanda
In the heart of Malawi, 15-year-old Donnah embodies 

the transformative power of education. Donnah’s 

journey began in the Karonga District, where financial 

instability threatened her educational aspirations. Her 

parents recognized the barriers she faced and sent her 

to Blantyre for a better education.

“My parents live far away; it takes six hours to drive 

from Ludzi and even longer from Blantyre. My uncle 

has been a great role model for me,” Donnah reflected. 

“He always encouraged me to work hard in school and 

made me feel like I belonged in Ludzi. He motivated 

me to stay successful and independent.”

Donnah says her move to a new village marked the 

beginning. It was there that she discovered Advancing 

Girls Education (AGE) in Africa, a partner of the Girls 

Opportunity Alliance. AGE Africa supports young girls 

in Malawi with scholarships, mentorship, and 

afterschool programs.

Donnah says AGE Africa’s CHATS clubs, a part of its 

holistic approach to helping girls finish secondary 

school and pursue opportunities beyond high school, 

have significantly contributed to her growth. 
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“With CHATS, we learn different topics that help me set 

and achieve my goals,” she explained. “By teaching each 

other these lessons, we girls support each other in 

succeeding and getting good grades. CHATS has also 

helped me overcome challenges outside of the 

program. At home, life has become easier, and I’ve been 

able to rise above difficulties. In my community, many 

girls are dropping out of school and getting married 

young. But with CHATS’ encouragement, I feel 

empowered to be assertive and pursue my dreams of 

becoming a doctor.”

The Girls Opportunity Alliance’s support, highlighted by 

visits from Mrs. Obama, Melinda French Gates, and Amal 

Clooney, have further reinforced Donnah’s ambition.

“The visit from Mrs. Obama and the others was a 

tremendous honor and motivation,” Donnah recalled. 

Donnah’s story is a testament to the profound impact 

that targeted support and mentorship can have on 

young lives. With support from the Girls Opportunity 

Alliance, AGE Africa has not only provided Donnah 

with educational opportunities but has also 

empowered her to become a role model in her 

community. Her message to other girls facing similar 

challenges is one of hope and perseverance: “Follow 

what you want to do. Don’t be discouraged by 

problems. Always look at your goals and manage the 

challenges to achieve them.”

As Donnah continues her journey, her story 

underscores the importance of supporting educational 

initiatives and the power of alliances dedicated to 

fostering change. AGE Africa and the Girls 

Opportunity Alliance’s commitment to empowering 

young girls like Donnah is a crucial step toward 

creating a brighter future for Malawi and beyond.


